Filing date before April 1st, 2007

Decision of File of
Case 1 1st OA 2nd OA Refusal Notice of Appeal

+ - }<—> ‘ }<—>
3 mos 3 mos 30 days

Under the Japanese practice, we can file a
divisional application when we can submit an
Decision of File of amendment. So, each line shows time period

1st OA Refusal Notice of Appeal when we can submit an amendment.

+3 mos 30 days (Before Amended Patent Law in effect)

|
3 mos but at the same time file of Notice of Appeal
(After Amended Patent Law in effect)

Case 2
(in most cases)

Case 3 1st OA (2nd OA) Allowance
+ > N > ‘ Please note that you cannot file any divisional
3 mos i (3 mos)

applications after issue of a notice of allowance.
This is one of the most important points in
Japanese practice.

Filing date on or after April 1st, 2007

Decision of File of
Case 1 1st OA 2nd OA Refusal Notice of Appeal

| |
+ - }<—> ‘ }<—>
3 mos 3 mos 30 days

Under the Japanese practice, we can file a
divisional application when we can submit an
Decision of File of amendment. So, each line shows time period

Case 2) 1st OA Refusal Notice of Appeal when we can submit an amendment.

|
+3 mos 30 days (Before Amended Patent Law in effect)

>
3 mos but at the same time file of Notice of Appeal
(After Amended Patent Law in effect)

Decision of Refusal/

Case 3 1st OA (2nd OA) Notice of Allowance

+ - P }<—>
3 mos ' (3 mos) 30 days

Please note that claims cannot beyond
disclosure of an application when Decision
of Refusal or Notice of allowance is issued.
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